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SEPTEMBER UNEMPLOYMENT RATES ANNOUNCED

Madison – Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development (DWD) Secretary Roberta
Gassman today announced that Wisconsin’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate
increased from 4.8 percent in August to 5.0 percent in September.  The national rate was
unchanged at 5.4 percent.  In September 2003, Wisconsin’s rate was 5.6 percent, while the
national rate was 6.1 percent.

“The number of people reported unemployed last month was the lowest reported for
the state in nearly three years, even though Wisconsin followed mostly seasonal patterns with
some job decreases,” said Secretary Gassman.  “Overall the number of jobs in September
was up by 52,900 over last year’s September figure.”

Nonfarm wage and salary employment for the state decreased from 2,854,400 jobs in
August to 2,851,200 jobs in September.  Private sector employment in Wisconsin decreased
by 24,400 jobs, as the leisure and hospitality and retail trade industries saw their normal
seasonal change as the summer tourism season wound down.  Manufacturing employment
decreased by 5,200 jobs, and while not far from a normal seasonal change, it was the first
month of losses in manufacturing since March.  Manufacturing is still up 12,600 jobs over last
year’s September figure.  The industries to see gains over their August figures were
transportation, warehousing and utilities, and education and health services.  Nevertheless,
overall the number of jobs in September was up by 52,900 over last year’s September figure.
Many of the industries registering job losses over the month saw very nearly seasonal losses,
such as construction and leisure and hospitality.  Construction decreased 4,300 jobs – very
nearly the seasonal norm.  It is expected that construction will have had an annual record
number of jobs as the year comes to an end.

The state’s unadjusted unemployment rate dropped from 4.4 percent in August to 4.1
percent in September, as the total number of people unemployed dropped to 126,510 the
lowest unemployed figure since October 2001.  The unemployment rate was also the state’s
lowest rate since October 2001.  Last year in October the state reported a 4.7 percent
unemployment rate.

The national unadjusted rate for September was 5.1 percent compared to 5.4 percent
in August and 5.8 percent in September 2003.

September employment and unemployment figures for individual counties will be available
October 20. This release also is available at www.dwd.state.wi.us/lmi
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WISCONSIN LABOR FORCE SUMMARY
In Thousands

NET CHANGE FROM

                ITEM
PRELIM. 

SEP 04   
 FINAL   
AUG 04 

YEAR AGO  
SEP 03

MONTH
   AGO

YEAR
AGO

PLACE OF RESIDENCE DATA NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED LABOR FORCE ESTIMATES
  CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 3099.8 3145.9 3073.8 -46.1 26.0 
  UNEMPLOYMENT 126.5 139.0 144.1 -12.5 -17.6 
  UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 4.1 4.4 4.7 -0.3 -0.6 
  EMPLOYMENT (1) 2973.3 3006.9 2929.8 -33.6 43.5 

PLACE OF WORK DATA
NONFARM WAGE & SALARY 2851.2 2854.4 2798.3 -3.2 52.9 
  TOTAL PRIVATE 2455.2 2479.6 2401.2 -24.4 54.0 
  GOODS PRODUCING 657.4 666.9 643.4 -9.5 14.0 
  NATURAL RESOURCES & MINING 4.2 4.2 4.1 0.0 0.1 
  CONSTRUCTION 133.4 137.7 132.1 -4.3 1.3 
  MANUFACTURING 519.8 525 507.2 -5.2 12.6 
      Durable Goods 318.1 321.6 309.7 -3.5 8.4 
      Nondurable Goods 201.7 203.4 197.5 -1.7 4.2 
  SERVICE PRODUCING 2193.8 2187.5 2154.9 6.3 38.9 
  TRADE 442.0 445.8 433.4 -3.8 8.6 
      Wholesale Trade 117.9 118.2 114.2 -0.3 3.7 
      Retail Trade 324.1 327.6 319.2 -3.5 4.9 
  TRANS., WAREHOUSE, & UTILITIES 110 106.3 107.9 3.7 2.1 
      Utilities 12.1 12.2 11.6 -0.1 0.5 
      Information 47.6 48.5 48.9 -0.9 -1.3 
   FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 161.6 162.1 159 -0.5 2.6 
      Finance and Insurance 131.9 132 129.7 -0.1 2.2 
      Real Estate, Rental, & Lease 29.7 30.1 29.3 -0.4 0.4 
  PROFESSIONAL & BUSINESS SERVICES 269 270.4 252.4 -1.4 16.6 
      Prof., Scien., & Tech. Services 90.4 90.1 87.8 0.3 2.6 
      Mgmt. Of Companies and Enterprises 38.1 38.3 37.6 -0.2 0.5 
      Admin. Support & Waste Mgmt. Services 140.5 142 127 -1.5 13.5 
  EDUCATIONAL & HEALTH SERVICES 380.1 375.2 369.9 4.9 10.2 
      Educational Services 49.2 44.6 48.6 4.6 0.6 
      Health Care & Social Assistance 330.9 330.6 321.3 0.3 9.6 
  LEISURE & HOSPITALITY 259.2 275.3 255.9 -16.1 3.3 
      Arts, Entertain., & Recreation 40.6 46.8 41.3 -6.2 -0.7 
      Accommodation & Food Services 218.6 228.5 214.6 -9.9 4.0 
  OTHER SERVICES, except Public Admin 128.3 129.1 130.4 -0.8 -2.1 
  GOVERNMENT 396 374.8 397.1 21.2 -1.1 
      Federal Government 29.5 29.7 29.8 -0.2 -0.3 
      State Government 95.9 91.4 99.2 4.5 -3.3 
      Local Government 270.6 253.7 268.1 16.9 2.5 

  PERSONS INVOLVED IN L-M DISPUTES 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0 -0.5 
  (1) Includes L-M Disputes

SEASONALLY ADJUSTED LABOR FORCE ESTIMATES
CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE  3116.3 3115.6 3089.3 0.7 27.0 
  UNEMPLOYMENT  154.9 150.3 172.6 4.6 -17.7 
      UNEMPLOYMENT RATE  5.0 4.8 5.6 0.2 -0.6 
  EMPLOYMENT 2961.4 2965.3 2916.8 -3.9 44.6 
  NONFARM WAGE & SALARY 2834.5 2841.5 2782.0 -7.0 52.5 
*Differences in totals may occur as a result of rounding.
Source: Local Area Unemployment Statistics and Current Employment Statistics programs, Labor Market 
             Information Section, Bureau of Workforce Information
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